[image: ]

The eighth edition of CMS VATAVARAN concluded today 
The fifth day of the environment film festival saw screenings of nominated films, sessions on trans-boundary water cooperation, water quality and health, book launch of Ganges Water Machine: Designing New India’s Ancient River
October 13th, New Delhi: Turtle Diaries: The Olive Ridley Turtle, winner of Film for Children award at the 8th CMS VATAVARAN was screened today. This film by Rita Banerji, captures a stunning mass nesting event of the olive ridleys of the Indian coastline in coastal Odisha. Sixteen other nominated films were also screened. 
Special Panorama of Voices from the Waters film festival, IUCN and Nature is Speaking series from Conservation International was screened today. 
School and college teachers from Delhi NCR were also part of a workshop on Environment Education co-hosted by Centre by Environment Education. Expert sessions on trans-boundary water cooperation and water quality were also organized today. They discussed critical issues that linked water to inter state politics, health consequences and policy issues on ground water. 
The five day film festival saw series of discussions on river rejuvenation, reviving local water bodies, proposed water security bill, water & biodiversity, water & culture, trans-boundary water cooperation, water quality & health.  Eminent speakers and experts from across the globe included Mr Rajendra Singh (Water Man of India), Mr Ravi Singh (WWF India), Mr Dinesh C Sharma (Environment Journalist), Mr Nitya Jacob (WaterAid India), Mr Shawahiq Siddiqui (Environment Lawyer), Ms Isabel Hilton (Environment Journalist), Sant Balbir Singh Seechewal, Mr William Shubert (Earth Journalism Network), Dr Arjun Khandare (ICMR), S Vishwanath (Biome Environmental Science, Banglore). Detailed reports of each session are being prepared for dissemination. These sessions were co-organised with Arghyam, The Asia Foundation, WWF India, Jal Jan Jodo Abhiyan, GIZ/ICPP. A special appeal to media, parliamentarians, civil society and citizens was made to be aware of the impending water shortages and the need to deliberate on water security issues at all levels. 
Two media workshops on Climate and Water and Water in the Newsroom were also attended by journalists from across the country. The workshops were organized by The India Water Portal and The Third Pole. 
Amateur filmmakers, students, teachers attended workshops on filmmaking, water auditing and environment education. Wild foods and products by Adivasi farmers from 7 states were on display and sale. The representatives served local and traditional dishes each day at the food court. The Green Haat with more than 20 stalls of NGOs, communities were also set up at the 8th CMS VATAVARAN venue. 
On the third day, CMS VATAVARAN felicitated winners of the Prithvi Ratna to Mr Himanshu Malhotra and CMS-YES BANK Prithvi Bhushan to Mr Anupam Mishra, Young Environment Journalism Awards (Print and Online) to Ms Pritha Chatterjee & Aniruddha Ghosal and Mr Manu Moudgil respectively. Twenty two awards in 8 indian categories and 5 international categories were also felicitated to filmmakers. My Name is Salt by Farida Pacha and Last Call by Enrico Cerasuolo were declared the Best of Festival Awards in Indian and international sections respectively. The award ceremony was attended by Mr Rajendra Singh, Mr Srinath Komarin (Executive Vice President, YES BANK), Mr Ashok Lavasa (Secretary, MoEFCC), Ms Isabel Hilton (China Dialogue), Mr Harald Sandberg (Embassy of Sweden) and Mr Amol Palekar (Award Jury Chairperson). The details of the awardees are available online- http://vat2015.cmsvatavaran.org/2015-winners/
Scholar from Harvard University Mr Anthony Acciavatti’s book “Ganges Water Machine: Designing New India’s Ancient River” was also released today. It is a dynamic atlas (402 pages) of the radical transformations of the Ganges River Basin with beautiful maps and images based on 10 year study.
About CMS VATAVARAN: CMS VATAVARAN is not just a film festival celebrating the cinematic art of films but is a platform that enables film as a tool and catalyst for creating impact. CMS VATAVARAN remains resolute to encourage environment films and forums resulting change in perception, practice and policy. Since its inception in 2002, 7 competitive and 41 travelling festivals in 36 cities of 25 Indian states have been organised. It has reached more than 500000 people directly. CMS VATAVARAN has now become a movement and inspired many organizations and individuals to use films and film festivals as a medium to catalyse change.
For More Information log in at: www.cmsvatavaran.org   
Follow us for regular updates #vatavaran2015 on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
For media related queries, contact:  Indira Akoijam, Email: indira@cmsindia.org, Mobile: 9899979161
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